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DEAF SANDUSKY AND LOGAN FIND DEADLY FANGS IN THE TRAP SET FOR DE SPAIN WHO

DISAPPEARS MYSTERIOUSLY FROM CALABASAS

The region around Sleepy Cat n railroad dl Islon town In the Rocky mountain mining country Is Infested
with stage robbers cattle rustlers and gunmen The worst of these belong to the Morgan gang whose hang
out Is Morgan Gap n fertile valley nbout 20 miles from Sleepy Oat nnd Calnbasas a point whero
the horses are changed on the stage line from the Thief Itlver mines to the railroad Jeffries superintend
ent of the mountain division appoints Henry do Spain general mnnager of the stage line with John LeFevro
and Bob Scott an Indlanos his assistants and gives orders to brenk up the gang chief bad men
are Sassodn Deaf Sandusky Harvey Logan nnd Gale Morfenn De Spain foolishly becomes smitten with
pretty Morgan Gales cousin but she Ignores his advances gang traps Do Spain nlono Inn saloon
and when this Installment opens n gun fight Is Imminent

CHAPTER IX Continued
6

Still regarding Do Spain with the
most businesslike expression the griz-

zled

¬

outlaw took a guarded step for
ward his companions following suit
De Spain jiIwiijs with n jealous legard
for the relative distance between him
nnd his self appointed executioners
moved backward In crossing the
Sandusky without objection from his
companions moved across their front
and when the four lined up nt the bar
their positions hud chnnged De Spain
Btood nt the extreme left Sandusky
nest Logan beside him and Gale Mor-
gan

¬

at the other end of the line pre-

tended
¬

to pound the bar for service
De Spain following mountain etiquette
In the circumstances spread his open
hands palms dowii on the bnr San-

duskys
¬

great palms slid In the same
fashion over the checked slob In un ¬

spoken recognition of the brief armis ¬

tice Logans hands came up In turn
nnd Morgnn still pounded for sdmeone
to serve

Do Spnln in the new disposition
weighed his chances ns being both bet-
ter

¬

und worse They had put Sandus-
kys

¬

shot at no more than nn
urms length from his prey with Lo-

gan
¬

next to cover the possibility of
the big fellows falling to paralyze De
Spuln the first instant On the other
hand De Spain trained In the tactics
of Whlspeilng Smith and Medicine
Mend gunmen welcomed n short nrm
struggle with the worst of his assail-
ants

¬

closest at hand Their maneuver¬

ing caused no disquiet to their slen-
der

¬

compactly built victim Youll
wait a long time If you wait for serv-
ice

¬

here Moipnu he comment-
ing

¬

with composure on Morgans lm
patience Logan looked again at his
two companions and laughed

Every hope De Spain hud of possible
help ft om it he back died with
that laugh Then the door behind tho
bnr slowly opened and the scar-feature-d

ot Sassoon peered cautious-
ly

¬

from the gloom The horsethlef
stooping walked in with a leer directed
triumphantly at the railroad man

If It were possible to deepen It tho
sinister spot on De Spains face dark¬

ened Something In his blood rnged
nt the sight of the mnlevolent face He
glanced at Logan This he smiled
fnlntly nodding toward Sassoon ns he
himself took u short step farther to
the left Is your drink Harvey Is It

No retorted Logan loudly this
Is your dilnk

Ill take Sussoon assented De
Spnln good natured again and shifting
still another step to the left What
do you fellows want now

We want to punch u hole through
Hint strawberry said Logan that
beouty mnrk Where did you get It
De Spain

I might as nsk where you get
your gall Harvey returned De Spain
wntchlng Logan hunch Sandusky
townid the left that both might crowd
him closer I was born with my
lienuty murk Just ns you were born
with your d d bnd manners ho
ndded composedly for In hugging up
to him his enemies were playing his
game You cant help It neither can
I he went on Somebody Is bound
to pay for putting that mark on me
Somebody Is bound to pay for jour
manners Why talk about either Sas-
soon

¬

set out for your friends or I
will Spread gentlemen spread

He had toadied the position on
which he belleed his life depended
and stood so close to the end of the
bnr that with a single step as he ut-

tered
¬

the Inst words he turned It San ¬

dusky pushed close next him Do
Spnln continued to speak without hes-
itation

¬

or brenk but the words seemed
to have no place In his mind He was
thinking only und saw only within his
field of vision a cut glass button that
fastened the bottom of Sanduskys
greased waistcoat

Youve waited one day too long to
collect for jour strawberry De Spain
cried Logan shrilly Youve turned

IfTJ

f

near

The

Nan The

room

ilrst

said

loom

face

well

one trick too many on the sinks young
fellow If the man that put your murk
on you nlnt In this room youll never
get him

Which menns I take It youre going
to try to get me smiled De Spain

No bellowed Morgan It means
wo have got you

You are fooling yourself Harvey
De Spain addressed the warning to Lo
gnn And you too Sandusky he
ndded

Well take care of that grinned
Logan Snndusky kept silence

You are jumping Into another mans
fight protested De Spain steadily

Sassoons flght Is our fight Inter-
rupted

¬

Morgan
I advise you said De Spain oilce

more looking with the words nt San ¬

dusky and his crohj to keep out of
it

Sanduskj yelled Logan to his
pnrtner he advises me nnd you to
keep out of this flght ho shrilly
laughed

Sure assented Sanduskj but with
no variation In tone and his eyes on
De Spain

Logan with nn oath leaned over the
bar toward Sassoon and pointed con-

temptuously
¬

toward the end of the
bar Sltike he cried step through
the rail and take that mans gun

Do Spain looking from ono to tho
other of tho four fncos confronting
him laughed for the first time But
he was looking without seeing what
he seemed to look at In reality he
saw only n cut glass button Ho was
face to face with taking a mans life
or surrendering his own and he knew
the life must bo taken In such a wny
as lnstnntly to disable Its possessor
These men had chosen their ttmo nnd
place There was nothing for It but
to meet thm Sassoon was stepping
toward him though very doubtfully
De Spnln laughed again dryly this
time Go slow Sassoon he said
That gun Is loaded

If you want terms hand over your
gun to Sassoon cried Logan

Not till Its empty returned De
SpalnDo jou want to try taking it
he demanded of Logan his cheeks
burning n little darker

Logan ncer answered the question
It w its not mennt to bo answered For
De Spain asked It only to cover the
spring he made at that Instant Into
Sanduskys middle Catlike though It
was the feint did not take tho big fel-
low

¬

unprepnred Ho had heard ence
when or where he could nottelI but
he had never forgotten the hint that
Do Spain a boxer was ns quick with
his feet as with his hands The out-
law

¬

whirled Both men shot from the
hip the reports cracked together One
bullet grazing the fancy button
smashed through tho gaudy waistcoat
the other as1 De Spains freo hnod
struck nt the muzzle of tho big manfe
kuii lure ituu uu opain s loot Han
dusky convulsed by tho frightful
shock staggered against De Spains
arm the latter dancing tight against
him Logan alive to the trick but
caught behind his partner fired over
Sanduskys right shoulder at po
Spains head flattened sldewise against
the gasping outlnws breast Hugging
his shield De Spain threw his second
bhot overSantuskys left shoulder Into
Logans face Logan sinking to tho
floor never moved again Supporting
with extraordinary strength the un¬

wieldy bulk of the dying butcher De
Spain managed to steady him ns a buf-
fer

¬

against Morgans Are until he could
send a slug over Sanduskys head at
the lnstnnt tho latter collapsed Mor-
gan

¬

fell against the bar
Sanduskys weight dragged De Spnln

down For nn Instant the four men
sprawled Yn n henp Sassoon who had
not yet got nn effective shot across at
his agile enemy dropping his revolver
dodged under the rail to close De
Spain struggling to free himself from
the dying man saw through n mist
tho greenish eyes and the thirsty knife
He fired from the floor Tho bullet
shook --wlthoubstopplng his enemy and
Do Spain partly caught under San- -
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duskys body thought ns Sassoon came
on tho game was up With an effort
born of desperation he dragged him ¬

self from under the twitching giant
freed his revohor rolled nwny and
with his sight swimming swung the
gun nt Sassoons stomach tie meant
to kill him The bullet whlrled the
white faced man to ono side nhd he
dropped but pulled himself full of
fight to his knees and knife In hand
panted forwnrd Da Spain rolling has
tily from him staggered to his feet
and running In ns Sassoon tried to
strike bent him senseless with the
butt of his gun

His owri eyes were streaming blood
HIa head was reeling and ho wns
breathless but he remembered those
of the gang waiting outside He still
could see dtinly the window at tho
end of tho bar Dashing his Angers
through tho red stream on his fore¬

head he ran for the window smashed
through the snsh Into he patio and
found Sassoons horse trembling at the
fusillade Cntchlng the lines and the
pommel he stuck his foot up again
nnd again for the stirrup It wns use-
less

¬

he could not make It Then
summoning nil of his fast ebbing
strength ho threw himself like n snek
ncroBs the horses back lashed the
brute through tho open gateway
climbed Into tho saddle and spurred
blindly nwny

CHAPTER X

After the Storm
For a week the search continued day

nnd nlghf hut each day even each
succeeding hour reduced tho expec-
tation of ever seeing De Spain nllve
Spies working nt Calnbasas others
sent In by Jeffries to Music moun-
tain

¬

among the Morgans and men
from Medicine Bend haunting Sleepy
ejnt couia get no word of De Spain
Deaf Sandusky nnd Logan had been
found dead at the Inn by Lefever on
the night after the flght Fairly accu ¬

rate reports uccounted for Gale Mor-
gan

¬

nursing a wound nt home and
for Sassoon badly wounded nnd under
cover somewhere In tho gnp Beyond
this information halted

Toward tho end of tho week n Mexi-
can

¬

sheepherder brought word In to
Lefever that ho had seen In Duke
Morgnns stable Sassoons horse the
one on which Do Spain had escaped
Ho averred ho had seen the blood
stained Santn Vo saddle that had been
taken on the horse when the horse was
found at daybreak of the day follow-
ing

¬

the fight waiting nt Sassoons cor-
ral

¬

to bo cared for There could be
It was fairly well ascertained nojpls--
take nbout tho horse the man knew
the nnlranl but his Information threw
no light on tho fate of Its missing
rider

Though Scott had known first of
De Spains helpless condition In his
despernto flight as regarded self-de- -
fense the Indian was the last to aban ¬

don hope of seeing him ullve again
One night In the midst of n gloomy
council at Jeffries office ho was
pressed for nn explanation of his con ¬

fidence It wns nlwnys difficult for
Scott to explnln his reasons for think¬

ing anything Men with the surest In
ttlnct are usually poorest at reason
ing a conviction oit But Bob cross
examined and harried tnanuged to give
sumo explanation of the faith that was
lnhlm In the first place he said
Ive ridden n good deal with that

man pretty much all over the conn
try north of Medtdpo Bend He is as
full of tricks as n nuts full of meat
HenVy de Spnln can hide out like an
Indian and doctor himself Then
ngalif I know something nbout the
wny ho fights up here they donti If
those Xqur fellows had ever seen him
In action they hover would have ex- -
pectcdto get out of a roora nllve after
n showdown with Henry de Spain As
near asji can make out from all the
talk thats floating dVound what fooled
them was seeing him shoot at a mnrtt
here onedny In Sleepy C
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Jeffries didnt Interrupt hut be

slapped his knee sharply
You mlght Just ns weJTtfy to stand

on n bor of dynamise httd shoot Into
It nnd expect td llvo to ietl It con ¬

tinued Scott mlldiy as to shoot Into
that fellow In n room Avlth closed doors
and expect to get nwnjr with It The
only way tho bunch cnneverklll that
man without getting killed themselves
Is to get him from behlud and nt Hint
John the man that fires the gun mur¬

mured the scout ought to be behind a
tree

You say he Is hit 1 grant it ho
concluded But I knew him once
w hen he was hit to He outin tho bush
for n week ile gotcut oft onco from
Whispering Smith nnd Kennedy after
a scrimmage outsldo Williams Cache
two years ugo

You dont believe then hes dead
Bob demanded Jeffries impatiently

Not till I sec him dead persisted
Scott unmoved

De Spain when he climbed Into Sas ¬

soons saddle was losing sight nnd
consciousness He knew ho could no
longer defend himself and wns so
falntthnt only tho determination of
putting distance between him and any
pursuers held him to the horse after
he spurred away With the Instinct of
the hunted he fumbled with his right
hand for his means of defense nnd
was relieved to find his revolver nfter
his panicky dash for safety snfq In Its
place He put his hand to his belt for
fresh cartridges The belt was gone

The discovery sent n shock through
his falling faculties He could not
recollect why he had no belt Believ-
ing

¬

his senses tricked him he felt
again and again for It before he would
believe It was not buckled somewhere
nbout hlm But It was gone nnd ho
stuck back In his waistband his useless
revolver One hope remained flight
nnd he spurred his horse cruelly

Blood running continually Into his
eyes from the wound In his head made
him think his eyes were gopc and di-

rection
¬

was a thing quite beyond his
powur of compass He made little ef¬

fort to guide and his infuriated horse
flew along ns If winged

A warm sticky feeling In his right
boot warned hlm when he tried to
mnke some mental Inventory of his
condition of at least one other wound
He could not sec twenty feet ahead or
behind Even when he hurriedly wiped
tho cloud from his eyes his vision
seemed to have failed and he could
only cling to his horse to put the miles
ns fast as possible between himself
nnd more of the Morgans

A perceptible weakness presently
forced him to realize he must look to
his wounded foot Before he slackened
speed he tried to look behind to recon
noltcr With relief ho perceived his
sight to be n trifle better nnd In seqn
nlng tho horizon he could discover uo
pursuers Choosing a secluded spot
he dismounted cut open his boot nnd
found that a bullet passing down ¬

ward had torn un nrtery under the
arch of the foot Slaking a rudo tour
niquet he succeeded In checklngpretty
well tho spurting flow that was sap ¬

ping his strength After he hnd ad¬
justed the bandage he stood up and
looked nt It

Then he drew his tevolver again and
broke It Ile found flvo empty shells
In the chambers and threw them uwuy
TheIast cartridge had not been fired
He could not even figure out how he
had happened to hove slkTartrldges In
the cylinder for ho rarely loaded more
than five Indeed It was his fixed
hnblt to uyold accidents never td
carry n cartridge under the hammer
of his gun yet now thero hnd been
one Without trying to explnln the
circumstance he took fresh stock of
his chances and--bega- to wonder
whether ho might yet escape and live

Ho climbed again Into the saddle
and riding to a ridge looked carefully
over the desert It was with nn effort

Khut he could steady himself nnd the
extent of Mb weakness surprised him
What further perplexed him as ho
crossed a long divide got another good
view and saw no pursuit threatening
In any direction wasto Identify the
country he was In The only landmark
anywhere In sight that bo could recog
nlzo was Music mountain This now
lay to the northwest and ho knew he
must bp n longwnyfrom nny Country
ho was familiar with Bjtthere was
no gainsaying evenln his confused
condition Music mountain After
looking nt It a-- Jong time bo headed
with some hesitation cautiously toward
It with ntent to Intercept the first
traiyo tbe northenst This would take
him tntvririSewHCaL li - --TTy

Atj bis eyes continued to sweep tbe
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horlsoa be noted that tbe tafAjg V
down nhd it vafl Krowldr -- Ici -
was nware nt intervals urai wstonily lag uimscu line u uruuntu iira -
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His efforta to guiao tne norse oniy v rst
Vflldered ihb bpast and tho two Ua ir SL
eled on maudlin carves ana uouoiea
back on tbclr track until Do Spafa Be- -

elded that his solo chance ot reachlnjr

4- -

any known trail was to let so airfgWe
tho horse his lieau a period 01 -a

blnnk In po Spains mind
soon followed How long horodorlrf
this way or how far he never knew
He was roused to consciousness by the
unaccustomed sound of runnlngwnter
underneath his horses feet v f
jjt Was pitch dark everywhere The

hbrsedfter the hard experlenccottlie
evening was drinking a Welcomodrnft
Do Spain had no conception of where
he could be but tho stream toldlilm ho
had somehow reached the range
though Music mountain Itself had been
swallowed ud In the night A Buddcn
and uncontrollable thirst seized U-f

wounded man Ho could hear the wa- -
ter falling over the stones nnd climbed
slowly aud painfully out of thoenddlo
to therff6ydwith tho lines Inbls
left lianoflio crawled toward thOjWatcr
and fyltfg flat bntUo ground biiideHhe
horse put bis head down tb tlrlnk The
horse meantime satisfied lifted Ids
head with n gulp rinsed hl3 mouth
mm puueu uucuwuiu aim iiaeu
slipped from De Spains hand Alarmed
tho weakened man scrambled after
them Tho horse startled shied nnd
before his rider coulqget to his feet
scampered off In n trot While Do
Spain listened In consternation bb cs
caped horse falling Into an easy stride
galloped uwny into the night

Stunned by this new misfortune and
listening gloomily to the retreating
hoof bents Do Spain pondered the situ-
ation

¬

In which the disaster leftililra v

It was the worst possible tblowMhnt --

could have fallen but fallen It hnd
and be turned with such philosophy hir
he could to complete the drlhkof water j

that had probably cost htm his life
When ho had slaked a seemingly un

quenchuble craving he dashed the run-
ning

¬

water first with one hand nnd
then the other over his face He tried
feebly to wash nwny some of the alkali
that had crusted over the wound In the
front of his head and was stinging and
burning In It- - There jvns now noth¬

ing to do but to secrete himself until
daylight and wait till help should reach
him It wastnanlfestlylmposslblo for
him to seek It t

Mennwhllc the little stream beside
him ofTered first aid He trledit with
his foot ami found It slight ancT shal-
low

¬

albeit with a rocky bed thut mado
wndlug in his condltlpndlfflcult But
lie felt ho much better be was able to
uUempUthls and keeping near to orto
side of tho current ifo began to follow
1t slowly up strenm The ascent wns
nt times precipitous which pleased
him though It depleted tils new
strength It was easy In this wny to
hide his trail and tbe higher nnd fost ¬

er the stream took him Into the moun-
tains

¬

the safer be would be from nny
Cnlabasas pursuers When he hnd re- -

gained a little strength nnd oriented
himself he cbuld quickly get down Into
tho hills

Animated by these thoughts he held
his way up stream hoping at every
step to reach the gorge from wnlch
tho flow Issued He would have known
this by the sound of the fulling wntcr
but weakening soon ho found lie tritiHt
abandon hope of getting up to lt How--
ever by resting nnd scrambling up
the rocks he kept on longer than he
would have believed possible Encoun-
tering

¬

at length ns ho struggled Up-

ward
¬

it ledge and n clump of bushes
he crawled weakly on hnnds nneLkncea
Into It too spent to struggle farther
stretched himself on the flattened
bramblesTind sank Into n heavy lwp

He woke In brpod daylight Con-

sciousness- returnedtslowly and he
rnlseet himself with pain from hl
rough couch Hiajvounds were stiir
andhelny for n long time on lubuck
looking up iitUio sky At lengthhe
dragged himself xto an open space near
wierho had slept7 nnd looked itjbout
He appeared tobo near the foqt of n
mountain quite wtrnngo to him and In
rather nn exposed placed He chihibered
a hundred ifcet above wiieidlie bait
slept before be found n hiding place
It wns at tbe foot 08 11 tiny wntcrfiill t
where the brook strlUlngh iedge df
granite hnd patiently hollowed out n
shallow pool Bosldo thlan grcqt mass
of frost bitten rock had fallen and om
of the bowlders lay til fed In such n
wny ns to roof In n sort of cnvetheiJ
entrance to which wns not higher than
n mans knee De Spain crawiedJrtta
thlB refuge V

And then a very etrangd thlno
happens to De 8paln an vehj
that changes the whole course
of hla life It it dcrlbed fully
In ha next Installment
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